
E S C H A T O L O G Y
&

1 C O R I N T H I A N S ; :

THE CHURCH IN THE ESCHATON

b y
J o s e p h B * B u s t i l l o s

1 0 / 1 5 / 8 0



Pray, then , i n th i s way ;
" O u r F a t h e r w h o a r t i n h e a v e n .
H a l l o w e d b e T h y n a m e .
Thy kingdom come.
T h y w i l l b e d o n e ,
O n e a r t h a s i t i s i n h e a v e n , . .

- M a t t h e w 6 : 9 , 1 0

.. .He answered them and said,
"The kingdom of God is not coming with
signs to be observed; nor will they say,
'Look, here it isl' or, 'There it isi'
For, behold, the kingdom of God is in
y o u r m i d s t . l

- L u k e 1 7 : 2 0 b - 2 1

AS Jesus walked out of the pages of the Old Testament
and onto the New Testament scene Israel's promised
Messiah presented some concepts that His first century
audience found hard to grasp. They expected a leader that
would usher them into a new age, into the age of the Latter
Times.^ But the Day of the Lord proved not to be a moment
ary shift from the Present Times to the Last Times, and to
this many in His audience could not adjust to.

It seemed to be in the Will of God to overlap this
4

present evil agê  and the age to come, or the Eschaton.
With inception of the Church^ and the beginning of the
Eschaton^ at the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the beixevers
in Israel's Messiah found themselves in a unique and un-
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^ e x p e c t e d p o s i t i o n , o n o n e s i d e s u r r o u n d e d b y w o r l d a n d i t s

t r o u b l e s a n d o n t h e o t h e r s i d e t h e k i n g d o m ( t h o u g h i n v i s i b l e

f o r t h e p r e s e n t r a o m e n t ) a n d i t s p r o m i s e s , ( s e e d i a . A )

T h i s e l t o n i n s i s t s t h a t w h e n a d d r e s s i n g t h e p h e n o m e n o n

o f t h e fi r s t l e t t e r t o t h e C o r i n t h i a n a s s e m b l y o n e m u s t

i n t e r p r e t i t w i t h t h i s p r e s u p p o s i t i o n i n m i n d / t h e p r e s e n t

overlapping of "Ages,"^ Though I may differ on the amount
o f w e i g h t g i v e n t h i s p r e s u p p o s i t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e b o o k

( the system tends to weaken when deal ing with the spir i tual

g i f t s c o n t r o v e r s y ) i t d o e s t h r o w a c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t o f

l i g h t o n m a n y o f t h e p a s s a g e s o n c e c r e f e r e d t o a s a n s w e r s

t o G n o s t i c q u e s t i o n s .

T h e t r a d i t i o n a l E s c h a t o l o g i c a l p a s s a g e s a r e f o u n d i n

t h e fi f t e e n t h c h a p t e r a n d p a r t s o f c h a p t e r s t w o a n d t h r e e .

T h e f a c t i s t h a t m a n y o f t h e c o m m e n t a r i e s d o n o t d e a l w i t h

9F i r s t C o r i n t h i a n s e s c h a t o l o g i c a l l y e x c e p t i n t h e s e a r e a s ,

T h i s e l t o n a n d V o s t e n d t o u s e fi r s t C o r i n t h i a n 4 : 8 a s

a p r o o f - t e x t t o t h e C o r i n t h i a n b e l i e f i n a r e a l i z e d

eschatology,^^ It's a good verse but a bit too weak to
s u p p o r t a n e n t i r e i n t e r p r e t i v e s y s t e m s . I w o u l d b e m o r e

i nc l i ned t o appea l t o Jesus ' ( and Pau l ' s ) cons i s ten t l y

t w o - f o l d d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e k i n g d o m ,

Vo s w r i t e s r e g a r d i n g t h i s v i e w o f P a u l i n e t h e o l o g y :
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T h e e s G h a t o l o g y , w i t h o u t . l o s i n g t o u c h
w i t h h i s t o r y , n e v e r t h e l e s s , o w i n g t o t h e
l a r g e s w e e p o f i t s h i s t o r i c a l r e a c h ,
b e c o m e s p h i l o s p h i c o - t h e o l o g i c a l . I t n o
l o n g e r f o r m s o n e i t e m i n t h e s u m - t o t a l
o f r e v e a l e d t e a c h i n g , b u t d r a w s w i t h i n
i t s c i r c l e a s a c o r r e l a t e d a n d e s c h a t o l o g -
i c a l l y - c o r o p l e x i o n e d p a r t s p r a c t i c a l l y
a l l o f t h e f u n d a m e n t a l t e n e t s o f P a u l i n e

C h r i s t i a n i t y . 1 2

C o n s e q u e n t l y, w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h v a r i o u s , m o r a l / p r o b l e m a t i c

q u e s t i o n s , a s i n P a u l ' s q u e s t i o n / a n s w e r - r e p o r t / r e p l y
1 3

s e c t i o n s , i f u n d e r s t o o d i n t h e p r o p e r S i t z e m l e b e n

c a n e a s i l y b e i l l u m i n a t e d . A n e x a m p l e i s t h e C o r i n t h i a n ' s

a r r o g a n t a t t i t u d e t o a n i n d i v i d u a l c o - h a b i t i n g ( t o u s e
1 4c u r r e n t p a r l a n c e ) w i t h h i s f a t h e r ' s w i f e . T h i s e l t o n

e x p l a i n s ;

I h a v e e x a m i n e d t h i s s e c t i o n i n d e t a i l

e l s e w h e r e , a n d u n d e r l i n e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e
i f t h e p o i n t t h a t P a u l ' s c e n s u r e r e l a t e s
n o t p r i m a r i l y t o t h e m a n i n q u e s t i o n ,
b u t t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e c o m m u n i t y
s e e m e d p l e a s e d w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n . " Y o u
a r e a r r o g a n t ( p e p h u s i o m e n o i e s t e ) . O u g h t
y o u n o t r a t h e r t o m o u r n ? " . . . . T h e s e l f -
s t y l e d " s p i r i t u a l " m e n a t C o r i n t h ( n o t
p e r h a p s w i t h o u t s o m e m i x u r e o f m o t i v e s )
w i s h e d t o p a r a d e t h e i r n e w - f o u n d f r e e
d o m a s a b o l d t e s t i m o n y t o t h e i r
e s c h a t o l o g i c a l s t a t u s . 1 5

T h e C o r i n t h i a n s w e r e a c h u r c h , a s m o s t c h u r c h e s , t h a t h a d

a p r o b l e m m a i n t a i n i n g a b a l a n c e i n v i e w o f • i t s p o s i t i o n

i n t h e k i n g d o m . O f t e n w a i v e r i n g t o w a r d a n " o v e r - r e a l i z e d "

e s c h a t o l o g y a n d t h e r e b y a b a n d o n i n g s o c i a l e t t i q u e t e ( a n d
1 6

a n u n d e r s t a n d a b l e w i t n e s s t o t h e w o r l d ) o r a t t i m e s
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'

c r a s h i n g i n t o p a r t i s a n c l i q u e s a n d t h e r e b y v i o l a t i n g

C h r i s t ' s E s c h a t o l o g i c a l R u l e :

A n e w c o m m a n d m e n t I g i v e t o y o u , t h a t
y o u l o v e o n e a n o t h e r , e v e n a s I h a v e l o v e d
y o u , t h a t y o u a l s o l o v e o n e a n o t h e r . B y
t h i s a l l m e n w i l l k n o w t h a t y o u a r e M y
d i s c i p l e s , i f y o u h a v e l o v e f o r o n e a n o t h e r . 1 7

F i n a l l y , r e g a r d i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l e s c h a t o l o g i c a l

s e c t i o n s ( i . e . , c h a p t e r s 2 , 3 a n d 1 5 ) m o s t c o m m e n t a t o r s

h a v e u s e d t h e s e s e c t i o n s t o e r e c t a g o o d p o r t i o n o f t h e i r

e s c h a t o l o g i c a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g ( p a r t i c u l a r l y c h a p t e r I S ) . I t

w i l l b e n o t e d h o w e v e r t h e s e c h a p t e r s ( e s p e c i a l l y 1 5 ) a r e n o t

d e s i g n e d t o p r e s e n t n e w m a t e r i a l , b u t t o r e - e s t a b l i s h
1 8

a c c e p t e d f a c t . ( T h i s e l t o n n o t e s t h a t s o m e o f t h e

C o r i n t h i a n s d e n i a l o f a r e s u r r e c t i o n m a y b e d u e t o t h e i r

b e l i e f t h a t t h e y w e r e e x p e r i e n c i n g t h e c o m p l e t i o n o r t h e
1 9f u l n e s s o f t h e k i n g d o m / r e s u r r e c t i o n a g e . )

I f t h e c h u r c h i s t o b e u n d e r s t o o d a s l i v i n g i n t h e

E s c h a t o n t h e n t h e b o o k o f fi r s t C o r i n t h i a n s m u s t b e u n d e r

s t o o d a s a g u i d e l i n e f o r t h e c h u r c h e s p r e s e n t e x p e r i e n c e

i n t h e E s c h a t o n .



I , T h e O r i g i n a l S c h e m e ( O T )

This age or world The world or age to come

I I • T h e M o d i f i e d S c h e m e ( N T )

( 1 ) T h e w o r l d t o c o m e ( ? . )
r e a l i z e d i n p r i n c i p l e

( i n H e a v e n )

T h i s a g e o r w o r l d ( o n e a r t h )

T h e r e s u r r e c t i o n
o f C h r i s t

T h e P a r o u s i a
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